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PHENOMENAL HALL-O-WEEN MEET BY YOUNGSTERS; TWO QUALIFY FOR PITTSBURGH:


In their 1st major competition of the season, Elite swimmers within the three Wavebuster training groups performed magnificently this past weekend at the annual “Hall-o-ween” Classic held at Seton Hall University.


78 Elite swimmers posted 357 best times out of 413 splashes (a fantastic 86.44% rate!!!).


Individually, Elite had 11 medal winners (1st thru 3rd place). Elite was lead by 11 year old Michael Li, who won 6 medals in 6 swims within the Boys 11-12 age group, including 3 first place finishes: 50 Free, 100 IM & 50 fly. Venkatesh Duvvuri won 3 medals within the Boys 13-14 age group by placing 2nd twice (100 breast and 500 free). Tad Deatly added two medals in the Boys 13-14 age group (1st in the 500 Free) while Krishna Duvvuri posted two 2nd place finishes in the Boys 10 & U age group (50 fly and 100 IM).


Also finishing within the top 3 (and earning medals) were: Katie Inglese: 2nd in the 13-14 Girls 100 Free, Courtney Brosnan: 3rd in the 10 & U Girls 100 butterfly, Maggie Nelson: 2nd in the 11-12 Girls 50 Free, Peter Davey: 3rd in the Boys 10 & U 100 Back, Spencer Fisch: 3rd in the Boys 11-12 50 Free, Lindsay Stearns: 2nd in the Girls 10 & U 50 Butterfly and Duncan Hall: 3rd in the Boys 13-14 500 Free.   


By reason of their swift times, Katie Inglese (50 & 100 Free) and Maggie Nelson (50 Free) have qualified for the Christmas Invitational Meet in Pittsburgh in December!! Inglese dropped significant time in each event while Nelson accomplished a rarity: her time in the 11-12 Girls 50 Free this weekend qualified her for a 13-14 event (Maggie ages up the day before the meet).

Swimmers who participated were (# in parathesis is # of best times): Ricky Baum (4), Courtney Brosnan (3), Meg Brosnan (5), Ryan Buckham (3), John Burns (6), Taylor Campolattaro (6), Monica Carty (5), Emma Cherry, Brannon Cho (3), Josh Choi (5), Brittany Clark (2), Marshall Cohen (3), Victoria D’Altrui (6), Peter Davey (6), Tad Deatly (6), Carolyn DeMeo (6), Shelby Dixon (4), TJ Dougherty (6), Sam Duren (6), Krishna Duvvuri (5), Priya Duvvuri (4), Venkatesh Duvvuri (5), Caroline Ellis (3), Kristen Fedor (6), Lauren Fedor (3), Spencer Fisch (5), Breana Fitzpatrick (5), Kristi Froisland (5), Audrey Gammel (4), Hannah Gleason (6), Katie Gorman (6), Duncan Hall (6), Ben Inglese (4), Katie Inglese (6), Brent Jones (5), Kirsten Kellstrom (3), Mogan Kiley (1), Brandon King (3), Regan Kology (6), Emmie Lai (6), Ricky LaSalvia (6), Michael Li (6), Jessie Lowe (1), Robert Maloney (6), Daniela Manzi (6), Marisa Manzi (5), Danielle Martinez (1), Sarah McGrath (6), Brendan Miller-Radest (5), Ali Morreale (6), Isabella Morreale (2), Jacquelyn Mullens (4), Madison Munoz (3), Kendall Murray (3), Maggie Nelson (4), Rebecca Niccolai (4), Chris Plunkett (3), Katie Ragan (6), Collin Reilly (6), Abigail Rollenhagen (6), Nicki Ross (2), Katie Rouse (6), Amanda Scherb (3), Jonathan Scott (4), Andrea Shepard (4), Alexandra Smith-Wang (4), Bethany Stachenfeld (6), Lindsay Stearns (6), Erica Takahashi (3), Lexi Tedesco (5), Grace Thompson (2), Sydney Todd (5), Jennifer Torre (3), Andrea Tyminski (5), Michael Wang (5), Nicole Weissman (5), Alex Wolfson (5) & Maggie Woodruff (6).

The full results are posted on the website under meet results.

SENIORS/SENIOR PREPS COMPETE IN COLLEGE TRI-MEET FORMAT: 

 Early Saturday morning, the Elite Seniors competed in a College Tri-Meet format against two competitors, Monmouth Barracudas and the Jersey Gators-South at the Cranford Municipal Pool Complex. This unique (to NJ Swimming) format allowed Elite to compete as a team, including relays, while getting in some stiff early season competition. 


The format followed a College Dual Meet, complete with 400 yard relays, 200 yard stroke races and the 1000 yard free.


The meet allowed the Seniors and Senior Preps to practice racing conditions a week prior to the important Fall Festival Meet, to be held this weekend at Princeton University.


Swimmers who performed (# is number of best times) were: Danielle Basile (2), Crissy Condus (2), Chris Dart (2), Corey Deatly, Christian DeFluri, Claire DiGiacomo, Mickey Ennis, Cassandra Farnow (1), Julianne Furdyna, Alex Gonzalez (2), Alistair Hall,  Jerel Ho (2), Kim Jones, Dave Knaus (2), Colleen Masson (2), Megan Mataga (2), Shayla McDonnell (1), Austin Mezsaros, Will Peters (2), Matt Poloniak, Brittany Ross (2), Lindsay Scott, Veronica Smith, Lily Thompson, Nick Trojanowski & Kayla Wolonsky (1).

FABULOUS ATTENDENCE CONTINUES; ATHLETES RECOGNIZED: 


Sswimmers at Elite have continued their fabulous attendence records thru October. Since improvement occurs at practice and only “shows up” at the meets, attendence is a great indicator that swimmers are already improving their times.


With the season approximately 1/3 over, SIX of the SEVEN training groups are AVERAGING over 80% attendence!!!! The Wave Blacks are the leading training group with an average 90% attendence rate. Other training group attendence levels are:  Marlin Teals: 81.6%  Marlin Blacks: 85.5%  Wave Teals: 88.4%  Wave Golds: 81.25%  Senior Preps: 64.9% & Seniors: 81.13. 


Marlin Teals:  Christopher Balbo*, Will DeMartin, Emily Goad, Dominique Gordon, Andre Guacelli, Michael Kellstrom, Julia Watt, Natalie Wetmore 


Marlin Blacks: Alex Aiello, Matt Aiello, Arlynn Baer, Sam Barback, Eric Binder, Brandon Faris, Andrea Ferrell*, Katie Golway,Lydia Gracey, Julia Guacelli, Zachary Katz*, Aaron Levin, Gregory Niccolai, Dara O’Gorman, Christina Pick, Gabrielle Pick, Michelle Pick, Kaitlin Stearns*, Amber Teetsel, Spencer Turkington & Caroline Watt 

Wavebuster Teals: Ricky Baum, Meg Brosnan, Ryan Buckham*, Taylor Campolattaro*, TJ Dougherty*, Krishna Duvvuri, Caroline Ellis, Hannah Gleason*, Raleigh Heap, Ricky LaSalvia, Jessica Lowe*, Marisa Manzi*, Isabelle Morreale*, Collin Reilly*, Katie Rouse, Taylor Savarese*, Lindsay Stearns*, Grace Thompson, Sarah Weinbrom, Nicole Weissman & Maggie Woodruff


Wavebuster Blacks: Courtney Brosnan, John Burns, Monica Carty*, Brannon Cho, Joshua Choi*, Sam Duren, Kristen Fedor, Spencer Fisch*, Breana Fitzpatrick, Katie Gorman, Brent Jones, Brandon King, Regan Kology*, Emmie Lai*, Robert Maloney*, Daniela Manzi, Brendon Miller-Radest*, Ali Morreale*, Jacquelyn Mullens, Madison Munoz, Rebecca Niccolai*, Chris Plunkett*, Abigail Rollenhagen, Andrea Shepard*, Bethany Stachenfeld, Erica Takahashi, Jennifer Torre & Michael Wang


Wavebuster Golds: Lindsay Anderson, Victoria D’Altrui, Tad Deatly, Duncan Hall, Victoria Keiser, Michael Li, Danielle Martinez, Sarah McGrath, Kendall Murray*, Maggie Nelson, Amanda Scherb* & Lexi Tedesco 


Senior Preps: Cassandra Farnow, Dave Knaus & Kayla Wolonsky


Seniors: Chris Dart, Corianne Deatly, Julianne Furdyna, Megan Mataga, Will Peters, Brittany Ross & Nick Trojanowski 


Swimmers who attend practice greater than 85% have the greatest chance of improving significantly during the season. These swimmers will also be given 1st consideration when coaches decide whom will be moved up into the next training group in February (and in the Wave Blacks, Wave Gold and Senior Prep training groups, attendence will be a critical component to a swimmer moving up). Lastly at this year’s “End of the Season” Dinner, the coaches will present an Attendence Award to each swimmer who attends practice 85% of the time or more during the entire Winter Session.

SWIM MEETS ON THE HORIZON:


One of the biggest meets of the season will be held next weekend as Elite will send 63 swimmers to compete in 262 events at the Fall Festival Meet held at Princeton University.


1) Saturday, November 5 and Sunday, November 6: Fall Festival. For swimmers with qualifying times: Meet & Event Information now posted on the website under Meet Schedule

2) Saturday, November 12 and Sunday, Novermber 13: Distance Derby: All swimmers in the Wave Teals, Wave Blacks, Wave Golds, Senior Preps and Seniors. Meet & Event Information now posted on the website under Meet Schedule

5) Sunday, November 20: Dual Meet verses Caldwell at Caldwell: All Marlins, All Wave Teals, All Wave Blacks and Some Wave Golds. Meet information to be posted shortly.

OLYMPIAN TARA KIRK COMING TO ELITE:


Bubblely breaststroker Tara Kirk, an Olympic Silver Medalist at the 2004 Olympic Games, will visit Elite on Saturday, January 28, 2006. 


Tara will be the 6th Olympian who has visited visited Elite for a (4 hour) stroke clinic. Past Olympians to visit Elite are: Dr. Ron Karnaugh, Tom Wilkins, Jenny Thompson, Janet Evans and Neil Walker.


Originally from Washington State, Tara is a graduate of Standford University and an 11 time NCAA Champion!! Also noteworthy is that Tara, and her sister Dana, were the 1st sisters to qualify for the same US Olympic Squad.


Tara is known for her ever present smile and gracious personality. One can check out Tara’s career by going to the USA Swimming website (usaswimming.org) and reading her bio under “swimmers.” 


Information on how to reserve a spot at this clinic will be forthcoming shortly. This clinic will only be offered to Elite Swimmers. The clinic will be held Saturday, January 28 at Morristown-Beard School from 2 pm to 6 pm.

PARENTS ORGANIZATION HAS BALL ROLLING: 


Showing as much energy as their swimmers, parents and their committees are gathering momentum with regards to the different tasks needed completed by the Parents Organization:

DISTANCE DERBY: 


See next news item.

FUNDRAISER: 

This committee plans to hold an “Elite merchandise” sale as a fundraiser prior to the holidays (think of all those Elite gifts at holiday time!!!). All items would be adorned with an Elite theme or logo. To get this sale moving, the committee asks for your ideas as to merchandise to be offered. Suggestions so far include: flannel pants & shorts, basketball shorts, t-shirts, collar shirts, “Elite-Strong” bracelets, car magnet & swim bag.


To help the committee to understand the interest in these items or for you to add a suggestion of your own, swimmers and parents are STRONGLY urged to contact Jodi Shepard jc.shepard2@verizon.net .  

PUBLICITY: 


The 1st step to have your swimmer as part of Elite’s publicity push is for a parent to sign the Publicity Waiver that authorizes Elite to use pictures of these swimmers. The Publicity Waiver is now posted on the website under “Forms.” Please place the signed waiver in Bill’s Mailbox at Newark Academy.   

DISTANCE DERBY

All parents within the Wavebuster and Senior Training groups received a separate email last week regarding the different volunteer tasks at the meet. Please respond to the appropriate contact for your group. Those who do not respond by Friday, October 28 will be assigned a task.


All Elite swimmers within the 5 following training groups will participate in Distance Derby (Wave Teals, Wave Blacks, Wave Golds, Senior Preps and Seniors). Thus, all parents of swimmers within these 5 training groups will be needed to volunteer that weekend during their swimmer’s session.


Coordinating the efforts of the Distance Derby are the following: 1) Wave Teals: Wendy Reilly and Margie Lowe 2) Wave Blacks: Keika Takahashi and Sherry Plunkett 3) Wave Golds: Pam McCullough and 4) Seniors/Senior Preps: Rita Furdyna. 


NEW:  Parents: you can show your support for your special swimmer(s) by placing an advertisment within the Distance Derby Meet Program sold the day of the meet. Advertisments information is posted on the website under Distance Derby. Ads must be submitted prior to Saturday, November 5th. Please get your ads today!!!! 

BROSNANS DONATE KATRINA FUNDS TO MILLBURN RED CROSS:  
In a small ceremony on Friday, October 28, Courtney, Kaitlin and Meg Brosnan represented the Elite Swim Club in donating the funds raised by the 75 Elite Swimmers in their Relay Swim-a-thon. 

Held Sunday, October 2nd, the 7 hour relay raised $9,110 for the victims of the Gulf Coast devasted by Hurricane Katrina in late August. 

The Brosnans were chosen to represent Elite on the basis of their spectacular funraising efforts: between the three girls, they raised over $1,500!!!


The following swimmers (or families) raised $100 or more in their efforts: Christopher Balbo ($400), Sam Barback ($100), Meg Brosnan ($520), Courtney Brosnan ($500), Katie Brosnan ($500), Ryan Buckham ($155), Corey/Tad Deatly ($350), Will DeMartin ($160), Carolyn/Daniel DeMeo ($100), Claire DiGiacomo ($110), Noah Eagle ($100), Mickey Ennis ($263), Cassandra Farnow ($350), Emily Goad ($240), Katie Golway ($120), Alistair/Duncan Hall ($200), Brent Jones ($100), Kristin/Mark Kellstrom ($100), Caroline/Lauren Kelly ($140), Regan Kology ($210), Jessie Lowe ($140), Robert Maloney ($150), Daniela/Marisa Manzi ($100), Megan Mataga ($125), Annie/Katie McCullough ($140), Austin Meszaros ($120), Jacquelyn Mullens ($400), Julia Muro ($310), Christina Pick ($345), Brittany/Nicky Ross ($250), Andrea Shepard ($120), Veronica Smith ($215), Bethany Stachenfeld ($200), Lindsay/Kaitlin Stearns ($250), Amber Teetsel ($100) and Natalie Wetmore ($250).

Elite swimmers, their families and friends should be extremely proud of their efforts to help out those devasted by this hurricane. 

A complete list of those who raised money is posted on the website. 

SAVE THE DATE: TEAM BANQUET SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2006:


Preparations are underway for the biggest party of the season: Elite’s 11th annual Winter Swim Team Banquet!!! This year’s party will be held Sunday, March 26, 2006 from 12:00 am to 4:00 pm.


This year, Elite will again be at the Hanover Marriott, located at 1401 Route 10 East, Whippany, New Jersey. This facility can accommodate up to 700 people!!! The last 4 Elite banquets have had an excess of 350 people each!!!


Further details about the banquet will be provided in the future. As for now, MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!

