                        ELITE NEWS BULLETIN               10-17-05

START OF COMPETITION BEGINS WITH “BANG”; 

DUVVURI FAMILY (SEVEN 1ST PLACES) LEADS THE WAY:


The familiar sound of the starting gun, water churning and loud cheering was heard again this past weekend as each Elite team member began their competitive season in one of two Intraclub meets.


Each meet was designed to get swimmers and parents back into the “racing” mode. Swimmers practiced their meet regiment (consisting of meet warm-up, getting their lane assignments and their pre-race regiment) in addition to their racing skills. This preparation will make a difference once swimmers begin swimming in New Jersey Swimming Sanctioned Meets such as the Halloween Classic to be held in two weeks for Wave Teals. Wave Blacks and Wave Golds. 

Parents also contributed by timing and officiating at the Sunday meet. This will help the parents for the upcoming Distance Derby Meet hosted by Elite on November 12 & 13.


The Seniors and the Senior Preps began the weekend of racing with a “Team 1000,” in which 17 swimmers raced 1000 yards (40 laps) at Newark Academy on Saturday morning. For several, it was the 1st time they had ever raced in the event.


Particularly impressive were Crissy Condus, Colleen Mason and Mickey Ennis. The following swimmers participated: Danielle Basile, Crissy Condus, Chris Dart, Corey Deatly, Mickey Ennis, Cassandra Farnow, Alex Gonzalez, David Knaus, Colleen Mason, Austin Meszaros, Will Peters, Matt Poloniak, Brittany Ross, Lindsay Scott, Veronica Smith, Lily Thompson & Nick Trojanowski.


On Sunday, Priya, Venkatesh and Krishna Duvvuri combined for seven 1st place swims in 9 events as 134 Elite swimmers (consisting of alll the Marlins and Wavebusters) competed in the IM, Free and Back events at Morristown-Beard. A total of 400 swims were accomplished within a 4+ hour period (including 2 warm-ups). 


In the 10 & Under morning session, three swimmers finished 1st in multiple events: Kristen Fedor, Krishna Duvvuri and Alex Wolfson. Fedor started the racing with a “bang” by dropping 14 seconds from her previous best 100 M IM to finish 1st among 37 competitors. Fedor followed up by also placing 1st in the 50 M back. Krishna Duvvuri  placed 1st in two events: Boys 10 & U 100 M IM and the 10 & U  50 M Free while Alex Wolfson splashed to 1st place finishes in both the 8 & U 50 M Free and the 8 & U 50 M Back. 


Also winning 10 & U events were Regan Kology (10 & U 50 M free), Christina Pick (8 & U 50 M Free), Kaitlin Stearns (8 & U 50 M Back) & Peter Davey (10 & U 50 M Back). 


In the 11 & Older afternoon session, Priya Duvvuri and Michael Li were impressive in winning all 3 of their event winners while Danielle Martinez and Venkatesh Duvvuri were also notable in winning two of there 3 events. 

Priya won the girls 11-12 100M IM, the 11-12 50M Free & the 11-12 50M Back while Michael won the boys 11-12 100M  IM, the 11-12 50 Free & the 11-12 50M Back. Venkatesh added the boys 13 & Older 200M IM and the 13 & O 100M 100 Free. Danielle posted wins in the girls 13 & Older 200M IM and the 13 & O 100M Back.

Also winning events were Katie Inglese: girls 13 & Older 100M Free and Tad Deatly: boys 13 & Older 100M Back.

Swimmers who participated were (# in parathesis is # of best times): Alex Aiello (3), Matt Aiello (3), Lindsay Anderson (3), Arlynn Baer (3), Chris Balbo (3), Sam Barback (3), Eric Binder (3), Ryan Buckham (2), Maggie Burd (3), Taylor Campolattaro (3), Monica Carty (3), Emma Cherry (3), Isabel Cherry (3), Brannon Cho (3), Josh Choi (3), Brittany Clark (3), Ethan Cohen (3), Marshall Cohen (3), Daniel Collins (3), Victoria D’Altrui (2), Peter Davey (3), Tad Deatly (2), Will DeMartin (3), Carolyn DeMeo (3), TJ Dougherty (3), Amy Duren (3), Sam Duren (3), Avinash Duvvuri (3), Krishna Duvvuri (3), Priya Duvvuri (3), Venkatesh Duvvuri (3), Noah Eagle (3), Caroline Ellis (3), Helena Elston (3), Kevin Estok (3), Brandon Faris (3), Madeleine Faust (3), Kristen Fedor (3), Lauren Fedor (1), Andrea Ferrell (3), Spencer Fisch (3), Breana Fitzpatrick (3), Audrey Gammel (3), Hannah Gleason (3), Emily Goad (3), Katie Golway (3), Alexandra Gordon (3), Dominique Gordon (3), Katie Gorman (3), Lydia Gracey (3), Andre Guacelli (3), Julia Guacelli (1), Duncan Hall (3), Katie Inglese (3), Brent Jones (3), Zackie Katz (3), Gregory Keiser (3), Victoria Keiser (3), Kirsten Kellstrom (2), Mark Kellstrom (2), Michael Kellstrom (3), Caroline Kelly (3), Lauren Kelly (3), Brandon King (3), Regan Kology (3), Emmie Lai (3), Ricky LaSalvia (3), Aaron Levin (3), Michael Li (3), Jessie Lowe, Robert Maloney (3), Marisa Manzi (3), Danielle Martinez (3), Katie McCullough (2), Sarah McGrath (3), Brendan Miller-Radest (3), Ali Morreale (3), Isabella Morreale (3), Cesar Munoz (3), Madison Munoz (3), Julia Muro (3), Kendall Murray (2), Maggie Nelson (3), Rebecca Niccolai (3), Dara O’Gorman (3), Christina Pick (3), Gabriella Pick (3), Michelle Pick (3), Chris Plunkett (3), Katie Ragan (3), Collin Reilly (3), Nicki Ross (2), Katie Rouse (3), Taylor Savarese (3), Amanda Scherb (2), Jonathan Scott (3), Claire Serruto (3), Andrea Shepard (3), Bethany Stachenfeld (3), Kaitlin Stearns (3), Lindsay Stearns (3), James Sullivan (3), Erica Takahashi (3), Lexi Tedesco (3), Amber Teetsel (3), Grace Thompson (3), Sydney Todd (3), Jennifer Torre (3), Spencer Turkington (3), Andrea Tyminski (3), Michael Wang (3), Caroline Watt (3), Julia Watt (3), Sarah Weinbrom (3), Nicole Weissman (3), Natalie Wetmore (3), Paige Willian (3), Alex Wolfson (3) & Maggie Woodruff (3).

Swimmers are reminded that Morristown-Beard is a 25 Meter pool while most winter pools are 25 yard pools. 
OFFICIALS CLINIC FOR “BEGINNER OFFICIALS” TO BE HELD AT NA THIS THURSDAY (OCT 20); PARENTS ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO CONSIDER BECOMING AN OFFICIAL:


Elite will sponsor an Officials Clinic on Thursday, October 20th from 7 pm-9 pm at Newark Academy. The clinic will provide education to those parents who wish to be officials during the New Jersey Swim Meets that Elite attends.


New Jersey Swimming is unable to run a swim meet without the appropriate amount of officials. At the present, Elite has 5 officials. Being a team of 180 swimmers, Elite should have a minimum of 15-20 officials within the club. Thus, Elite parents are strongly urged to consider becoming an official (besides, the officials have the best seat in the house at the meet!).


Sid Berkowitz, the head regional NJ Swimming official will teach the course. To complete the training to become an official, an online (and open book) test will be conducted and 5 training sessions (at meets your childs participating at) are needed. In addition, Elite “Officials in Training” will be encouraged to participate at Elite Intraclub and dual meets to help in their training process.


Parents will questions regarding the training process are welcome to contact Richard Farnow (Rfarnow@ogy-grmurray.com) or Moya Chew-Lai (moya.chew-lai@prudential.com. Farnow and Chew-Lai are the co-chairpersons of the newly formed Officials Committee of the Elite Swim Club.

PARENTS ORGANIZATION HAS BALL ROLLING: 


Showing as much energy as their swimmers, parents and their committees are gathering momentum with regards to the different tasks needed completed by the Parents Organization:

DISTANCE DERBY: 


See next news item.

FUNDRAISER: 

This committee plans to hold an “Elite merchandise” sale as a fundraiser prior to the holidays (think of all those Elite gifts at holiday time!!!). All items would be adorned with an Elite theme or logo. To get this sale moving, the committee asks for your ideas as to merchandise to be offered. Suggestions so far include: flannel pants & shorts, basketball shorts, t-shirts, collar shirts, “Elite-Strong” bracelets, car magnet & swim bag.


To help the committee to understand the interest in these items or for you to add a suggestion of your own, swimmers and parents are STRONGLY urged to contact Jodi Shepard jc.shepard2@verizon.net .  

PUBLICITY: 


This past weekend, several volunteer parents were on the pool deck during the meets photographing swimmers in action and casual poses. Elite would like to use these (and future) photos on it’s website and within local newspapers. 


The 1st step to have your swimmer as part of Elite’s publicity push is for a parent to sign the Publicity Waiver that authorizes Elite to use pictures of these swimmers. The Publicity Waiver is now posted on the website under “Forms.” Please place the signed waiver in Bill’s Mailbox at Newark Academy.   

DISTANCE DERBY

All parents within the Wavebuster and Senior Training groups will receive this week a separate email regarding the different volunteer tasks at the meet. Please respond to the appropriate contact for your group. Those who do not respond by Friday, October 28 will be assigned a task.


All Elite swimmers within the 5 following training groups will participate in Distance Derby (Wave Teals, Wave Blacks, Wave Golds, Senior Preps and Seniors). Thus, all parents of swimmers within these 5 training groups will be needed to volunteer that weekend during their swimmer’s session.


Coordinating the efforts of the Distance Derby are the following: 1) Wave Teals: Wendy Reilly and Margie Lowe 2) Wave Blacks: Keika Takahashi and Sherry Plunkett 3) Wave Golds: Pam McCullough and 4) Seniors/Senior Preps: Rita Furdyna. 

KATRINA FUNDRAISER UPDATE: OVER $8 THOUSAND PLEDGED, OVER $7,000 IN RECEIPT: 
Elite Swimmers and their sponsors should be extremely proud of their efforts to help the victims of Hurricane Katrina as the total amount of pledges from the fundraiser has topped $8,000!!! 

As of today, Elite is in possession of $7,137 of the pledged money. 


The following swimmers (or families) raised $100 or more in their efforts: Christopher Balbo ($375), Sam Barback ($100), Meg Brosnan ($525), Courtney Brosnan ($500), Katie Brosnan ($500), Ryan Buckham ($155), Corey Deatly ($110), Tad Deatly ($110), Will DeMartin ($160),  Carolyn/Daniel DeMeo ($100), Claire DiGiacomo ($110), Noah Eagle ($100), Cassandra Farnow ($350), Emily Goad ($240), Katie Golway ($120), Alistair/Duncan Hall ($200), Brent Jones ($100), Kristin/Mark Kellstrom ($100), Caroline/Lauren Kelly ($140), Regan Kology ($210), Jessie Lowe ($140), Robert Maloney ($150), Daniela/Marisa Manzi ($100), Megan Mataga ($125), Annie/Katie McCullough ($140), Austin Meszaros ($120), Jacquelyn Mullens ($400), Julia Muro ($310), Christina Pick ($345), Brittany/Nicky Ross ($250), Andrea Shepard ($120), Veronica Smith ($215), Lindsay/Kaitlin Stearns ($250) and Natalie Wetmore ($250).

We would like to turn over this money to the American Red Cross as soon as possible. The following swimmers who have received pledge money need to get it turned in as soon as possible: Crissy Condus, Claire DiGiacomo, Katie Gorman, Andrea Guacelli, Julia Guacelli, Emmie Lai, Brendan Miller-Radest, Ali Morreale, Isabelle Morreale, Gregory Niccolai, Rebecca Niccolai, Christina Pick, Kayla Wolonsky. 

OCTOBER PRACTICE SCHEDULE DISRUPTED BY HOLIDAYS AND NEWARK ACADEMY FUNCTIONS: 


The practice schedule will be significantly disrupted during the month of October due to the various holidays and Newark Academy functions. During these holidays and functions, Newark Academy is closed and does not allow Elite to practice. When possible, Elite will utilize Morristown-Beard’s pool on these days. 

Please pay close attention (starting this Saturday, October 1st) to the changes in practice times and pools listed on the 2 week practice schedule posted on Elite’s website in October.

SWIM MEETS ON THE HORIZON: 


Although training has just started, October brings the 1st swim meets for Elite. The tentative meet schedule has been updated to include start times for those meets where information is currently available.


As a team, Elite will participate in 4 meets in October (although no individual swimmer will participate in all 4). They are as follows:


1) Saturday, October 29 and Sunday, October 30: Wavebuster Golds, Wavebuster Blacks and Wavebuster Teals will participate in the Hall-o-ween Meet held at Seton Hall University. Meet & Event Information now posted on the website under Meet Schedule

2) Saturday, October 29: Seniors and Senior Preps will participate in the 3rd annual College Dual Meet verses the Jersey Gators of Cranford and the Monmouth Barracudas. Meet information to be posted this week.


3) Saturday, November 5 and Sunday, November 6: Fall Festival. For swimmers with qualifying times: Meet & Event Information now posted on the website under Meet Schedule

4) Saturday, November 12 and Sunday, Novermber 13: Distance Derby: All swimmers in the Wave Teals, Wave Blacks, Wave Golds, Senior Preps and Seniors. Meet information to be posted this week.


5) Sunday, November 20: Dual Meet verses Caldwell at Caldwell: All Marlins, All Wave Teals, All Wave Blacks and Some Wave Golds. Meet information to be posted shortly

TIME STANDARDS POSTED ON WEBSITE: 


New Jersey Swimming has established the Gold and Silver Time Standards for this year’s winter’s championship season. These standards are now posted on the Elite website under Time Standards (this section will be expanded shortly).


Swimmers who achieve Gold times qualify to swim at New Jersey Swimming’s Junior Olympics, held in late March, 2006. Swimmers who achieve Silver times qualify to swim at the Silver Championships also held in March. There are Bronze level meets for those swimmers who do not achieve Gold or Silver times. Swimmers who are 8 & Under will participate in a separate championship meet. All Elite swimmers will participate in at least 1 Championship Meet.


Since Elite uses Morristown-Beard’s 25 Meter pool, an Elite “Conversion” table will be posted on the website so swimmers and parents can understand if the times performed at Morristown-Beard are qualifying times. Be advised there is no accurate conversion rate so Elite is using a very, very conservative conversion formula. 

SAVE THE DATE: TEAM BANQUET SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2006:


Preparations are underway for the biggest party of the season: Elite’s 11th annual Winter Swim Team Banquet!!! This year’s party will be held Sunday, March 26, 2006 from 12:00 am to 4:00 pm.


This year, Elite will again be at the Hanover Marriott, located at 1401 Route 10 East, Whippany, New Jersey. This facility can accommodate up to 700 people!!! The last 4 Elite banquets have had an excess of 350 people each!!!


Further details about the banquet will be provided in the future. As for now, MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!

