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EVERY SWIMMER IN A MEET THIS WEEKEND: 


After several weeks of preparation, Elite’s competitive season begins with two “IntraClub” meets this weekend. 

The Seniors and Senior Preps will participate in a “Team 1000” on Saturday morning. Each Senior and Senior Prep will swim a 1000 yard freestyle for time. The remainding 5 training groups (Wave Golds, Wave Blacks, Wave Teals, Marlin Blacks & Marlin Teals) will participate on Sunday in an Intraclub meet featuring the IM, freestyle and backstroke.

Swimmers should check the website for times, places and the team uniform (new swimmers to the team who have not yet received their uniform are obviously not expected to be uniform!!).

PARENTS ORGANIZATION TAKING SHAPE; EVERY PARENT A MEMBER OF A COMMITTEE: 


With guidance from Bill and Brandy, the Elite parents have begun forming a Parents Organization to handle the various volunteer tasks needed completed. As Elite has developed in size and quality, the need for a formalized Parents Organization has become a necessity to assist the program in its continued development.


The Parents Organization is set up into 10 separate committees with a “President” coordinating the chairperson(s) of each committee. The 10 committees are as follows: 1) Marlin Teals 2) Marlin Blacks 3) Wavebuster Teals 4) Wavebuster Blacks 5) Wavebuster Golds 6) Senior Preps 7) Seniors 8) Officials  9) Fundraiser and 10) Publicity.

Each Committee will have a chairperson who will coordinate the tasks need accomplished by the committee. Every parent is a member of the committee representing the training group that their child is a member of. 


Brandy Deatly was elected President of the Parents Organization. Committee Chairpeople will be in place by next week.  


Every parent will be contacted with the next few weeks as to how they can contribute to the Parents Organization.

OFFICIALS CLINIC FOR “BEGINNER OFFICIALS” TO BE HELD AT NA NEXT THURSDAY; PARENTS STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO CONSIDER BECOMING AN OFFICIAL:


Elite will sponsor an Officials Clinic on Thursday, October 20th from 7 pm-9 pm at Newark Academy. The clinic will provide education to those parents who wish to be officials during the New Jersey Swim Meets that Elite attends.


New Jersey Swimming is unable to run a swim meet without the appropriate amount of officials. At the present, Elite has 5 officials. Being a team of 180 swimmers, Elite should have a minimum of 15-20 officials within the club. Thus, Elite parents are strongly urged to consider becoming an official (besides, the officials have the best seat in the house at the meet!).


Sid Berkowitz, the head regional NJ Swimming official will teach the course. To complete the training to become an official, an online (and open book) test will be conducted and 5 training sessions (at meets your childs participating at) are needed. In addition, Elite “Officials in Training” will be encouraged to participate at Elite Intraclub and dual meets to help in their training process.


Parents will questions regarding the training process are welcome to contact Richard Farnow (Rfarnow@ogy-grmurray.com) or Moya Chew-Lai (moya.chew-lai@prudential.com. Farnow and Chew-Lai are the co-chairpersons of the newly formed Officials Committee of the Elite Swim Club.

NEXT ORGANIZATIONAL CHALLENGE: DISTANCE DERBY

One of the 1st organizational challenges of the newly formed Parents Organization will be the coordinating the volunteer tasks of running Distance Derby, the Elite hosted meet held on Saturday, November 12 and Sunday, November 13 at Morristown-Beard. 


All Elite swimmers within the 5 following training groups will participate in Distance Derby (Wave Teals, Wave Blacks, Wave Golds, Senior Preps and Seniors). Thus, all parents of swimmers within these 5 training groups will be needed to volunteer that weekend during their swimmer’s session.


Coordinating the efforts of the Distance Derby are the following: 1) Wave Teals: Wendy Reilly and Margie Lowe 2) Wave Blacks: Keika Takahashi and Sherry Plunkett 3) Wave Golds: Pam McCullough and 4) Seniors/Senior Preps: Rita Furdyna. 

KATRINA FUNDRAISER UPDATE: OVER $7 THOUSAND PLEDGED, OVER $4,000 IN RECEIPT: 
Elite Swimmers and their sponsors should be extremely proud of their efforts to help the victims of Hurricane Katrina as the total amount of pledges from the fundraiser has topped $7,000!!! 

As of today, Elite is in possession of $4, 082 of the pledged money. 


The following swimmers (or families) raised $100 or more in their efforts: Christopher Balbo ($375), Sam Barback ($100), Meg Brosnan ($525), Courtney Brosnan ($500), Katie Brosnan ($500), Ryan Buckham ($135), Corey Deatly ($110), Tad Deatly ($110), Will DeMartin ($160),  Carolyn/Daniel DeMeo ($100), Claire DiGiacomo ($110), Noah Eagle ($100), Cassandra Farnow ($350), Emily Goad ($240), Katie Golway ($120), Brent Jones ($100), Kristin/Mark Kellstrom ($100), Caroline/Lauren Kelly ($140), Regan Kology ($210), Jessie Lowe ($140), Robert Maloney ($150), Daniela/Marisa Manzi ($100), Megan Mataga ($125), Annie/Katie McCullough ($140), Austin Meszaros ($120), Jacquelyn Mullens ($400), Julia Muro ($310), Christina Pick ($345), Brittany/Nicky Ross ($100), Andrea Shepard ($120), Veronica Smith ($215) and Natalie Wetmore ($250).

Swimmers who have pledged money need to get it turned in as soon as possible in order for Elite to get that money to those who need it!!

OCTOBER PRACTICE SCHEDULE DISRUPTED BY HOLIDAYS AND NEWARK ACADEMY FUNCTIONS: 


The practice schedule will be significantly disrupted during the month of October due to the various holidays and Newark Academy functions. During these holidays and functions, Newark Academy is closed and does not allow Elite to practice. When possible, Elite will utilize Morristown-Beard’s pool on these days. 

Please pay close attention (starting this Saturday, October 1st) to the changes in practice times and pools listed on the 2 week practice schedule posted on Elite’s website in October.

SWIM MEETS ON THE HORIZON: 


Although training has just started, October brings the 1st swim meets for Elite. The tentative meet schedule has been updated to include start times for those meets where information is currently available.


As a team, Elite will participate in 4 meets in October (although no individual swimmer will participate in all 4). They are as follows:


1) Sunday, October 16: Elite will hold their 1st intra-club meet at Morristown-Beard. Swimmers in every training group except Seniors will participate. 10 & Unders will compete from 11:00 am to 1:30 pm while 11 & Olders will compete from 1:30 to 4:00 pm. Meet & Event Information now posted on the website under Meet Schedule


2) Saturday, October 15: Seniors and Senior Preps will compete in a “team 1000 yard swim” at Newark Academy. This is a change from the original plan to participate at the Harvest Meet (the meet eliminated the 1000 yard free event from the event schedule) Meet & Event Information now posted on the website under Meet Schedule

3) Saturday, October 29 and Sunday, October 30: Wavebuster Golds, Wavebuster Blacks and Wavebuster Teals will participate in the Hall-o-ween Meet held at Seton Hall University. Meet & Event Information now posted on the website under Meet Schedule

4) Saturday, October 29: Seniors and Senior Preps will participate in the 3rd annual College Dual Meet verses the Jersey Gators of Cranford and the Monmouth Barracudas. Meet information to be posted this week.


5) Saturday, November 5 and Sunday, November 6: Fall Festival. For swimmers with qualifying times: Meet & Event Information now posted on the website under Meet Schedule

6) Saturday, November 12 and Sunday, Novermber 13: Distance Derby: All swimmers in the Wave Teals, Wave Blacks, Wave Golds, Senior Preps and Seniors. Meet information to be posted this week.

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE’S 1ST STEP: SIGNED WAIVERS:


One of the 10 newly created Parent Organization’s Committees is the publicity committee, which Maggie Morreale has been elected to be chairperson. 


Elite would like to submit pictures of our swimmers to local newspapers and post pictures of swimmers (without identification) on its website. Prior to being able to do so, Elite will need a waiver signed authorizing the Publicity Committee to present these pictures. 


The waiver will be posted on the website this week. Those parents willing to have their swimmers picture in the local newspapers and/or on the Elite website will need to sign the waiver and put it in Bill’s mailbox at Newark Academy.  

TIME STANDARDS POSTED ON WEBSITE: 


New Jersey Swimming has established the Gold and Silver Time Standards for this year’s winter’s championship season. These standards are now posted on the Elite website under Time Standards (this section will be expanded shortly).


Swimmers who achieve Gold times qualify to swim at New Jersey Swimming’s Junior Olympics, held in late March, 2006. Swimmers who achieve Silver times qualify to swim at the Silver Championships also held in March. There are Bronze level meets for those swimmers who do not achieve Gold or Silver times. Swimmers who are 8 & Under will participate in a separate championship meet. All Elite swimmers will participate in at least 1 Championship Meet.

EACH ELITE SWIMMER IS A MEMBER OF USA SWIMMING; PRIVILIDGES INCLUDE MAGAZINE & ACCESS TO USA SWIMMING WEBSITE:

 
As a member of Elite, each swimmer is a member of New Jersey Swimming and of USA Swimming (the same organization that Michael Phelps, Amanda Beard and Co. are part of!!!). 

As a perk, each swimmer will receive in the mail a monthly magazine called “Splash,” which will have feature articles. In addition, USA Swimming has been hard at work revamping their website: usaswimming.org. This website is now “interactive” and each swimmer can actually set up a “personalized” account on the site. Included on the website are 1) feature articles about swimmers 2) time standards 3) articles regarding the science of swimming 4) sample Olympian workouts 5) national and international meet information and results plus much, much more. 

So check out the USA Swimming website!!!

SWIMMING SUITS, ASSESSORIES AVAILABLE AT STORES; WEBSITES:


If you are in need of practice suits, goggles, racing caps or any swim assessory imaginable, easy access to these items can be made by 1) calling Donna Kay of Swimming Etc at 908-604-8605 or 2) visiting Metro Swim Shop’s online store (metroswimshop.com) or visting its store at 1221 Valley Road, Stirling, New Jersey. 

WHEN IN DOUBT, CHECK THE WEBSITE: 


If you have questions about Elite, your first source of information is Elite’s website located at eliteswimclub.org. When in doubt, first check the website!!!
