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“FUN” PLUS “FUNDRAISER”=SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER; MONEY TO BE DONATED TO RED CROSS: 


After collecting thousand of dollars worth of pledges, Elite swimmers found the “fun” in “fun”draiser yesterday during their special Hurricane Katrina Relay Swim-a-thon held at Morristown-Beard School. 


Joined by 16 swimmers from West Essex YMCA (of Livingston), 106 Elite swimmers swam two lanes of continuous relays for 7 hours. Each of the seven Elite training groups participated. Although the pledge amount is still incomplete, preliminary informatin gathered at the fundraiser indicates that Elite raised over $5,000(!!!) for the swimmers efforts!!!


Elite had hoped to be able to donate money directly to a specific swim club/facility in the Gulf Coast that was devastated by the storm. However, USA Swimming and NJ Swimming have strongly suggested that swim teams donate money directly to one of the established relief funds. Elite has chosen the American Red Cross to send its funds to (when collecting the funds, please have the checks made out directly to the American Red Cross-thus gving the donator the tax benefit).


 While two specific lanes swam continously for 7 hours, Elite and WEY had 6 lanes had relays going for over 3 continous hours. To enliven the event, swimmers were given various assessories (swim noodles, kick boards, pull buoys, cones, wiffle balls) to swim with (and sometimes all at one time).  


Currently, the five top fundraisers were: Meg Brosnan ($525), Courtney Brosnan ($500), Katie Brosnan ($500), Jacquelyn Mullens ($400) and Christina Pick ($345).


The following swimmers participated in the swim-a-thon for Hurricane Katrina: Lindsay Anderson, Victoria D’Altrui, Arlynn Baer, Chris Balbo, Sam Barback, Danielle Basile, Eric Binder, Courtney Brosnan, Katie Brosnan, Meg Brosnan, Ryan Buckham, Monica Carty, Joshua Choi, Brittany Clark, Ethan Cohen, Marshall Cohen, Crissy Condus, Chris Dart, Peter Davey, Corey Deatly, Tad Deatly, Christian DeFluri, Will DeMartin, Carolyn DeMeo, Daniel DeMeo, Claire DiGiacomo, Noah Eagle, Helena Elston, Mickey Ennis, Kevin Estok, Brandon Faris, Cassandra Farnow, Kristin Fedor, Lauren Fedor, Spencer Fisch, Kristi Froisland, Julianne Furdyna, Emily Goad, Katie Golway, Alex Gonzalez, Alexandra Gorman, Dominque Gorman, Katie Gorman, Lydia Gracey, Andre Guacelli, Julia Guacelli, Alistair Hall, Duncan Hall, Jerel Ho, Brent Jones, Kim Jones, Zachary Katz, Caroline Kelly, Lauren Kelly, Kirstin Kellstrom, Mark Kellstrom, Brandon King, Regan Kology, Emmie Lai, Aaron Levin, Jessie Lowe, Robert Maloney, Daniella Manzi, Marisa Manzi, Danielle Martinez, Colleen Mason, Megan Mataga, Annie McCullough, Katie McCullough, Shayla McDonnell,Sarah McGrath, Austin Meszaros, Brendon Miller-Radest, Ali Morreale, Isabella Morreale, Jacquelyn Mullens, Kendall Murray, Gregory Niccolai, Rebecca Niccolai, Dara O’Gorman, Sarah Peay, Will Peters, Christina Pick, Gabrielle Pick, Michelle Pick, Chris Plunkett, Abigail Rollenhagen, Brittany Ross, Amanda Scherb, Andrea Shepard, Bethany Stachenfeld, Kaitlin Stearns, Veronica Smith, Alex Smith Wang, James Sullivan, Amber Teetsel, Lily Thompson, Jennifer Torre, Nick Trojanowski, Michael Wang, Caroline Watt, Julia Watt, Sarah Weinbrom, Natalie Wetmore, Kayla Wolonsky & Devan Zambito.


Swimmers who were not able to participate are encouraged to donate some of their piggy-bank money to swimmers who did participate!!!!

PARENTS MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5TH  AT NA: 


Elite will hold an Organizational Meeting for all parents on Wednesday, October 5th at 7:00 pm at Newark Academy. 


Elite will formalize a parent’s organization consisting of 6 committees at this meeting. The 6 committees will be: 1) Officials 2) Distance Derby 3) publicity 4) 9 & 10 Silver/Bronze Championships and 5) timers and 6) fundraiser.


During the past few years, Elite has developed into a more competitive and complicated organization. With that development, the need for volunteers grows as Elite continues to strive in its development. 


All parents are highly encouraged to come to this meeting and volunteer.

STELLAR START FOR ATTENDENCE; ATHLETES RECOGNIZED: 


Since improvement occurs at practice and only “shows up” at the meets, attendence is a great indicator that swimmers are already improving their times. For the past two years, Elite has been motivating its swimmers to increase their individual attendence at practice. The motivation techniques are working as the following swimmers have have attended practice greater than 85% of the practices in September (* designates perfect attendence!):


Marlin Teals:  Christopher Balbo*, Katie Brosnan*, Will DeMartin*, Domique Gordon*, Andre Guacelli*, Caroline Kelly*, Lauren Kelly*, Julia Watt* 


Marlin Blacks: Arlynn Baer*, Ethan Cohen*, Noah Eagle*, Katie Golway*,Lydia Gracey*, Julia Guacelli*, Zachary Katz*, Aaron Levin*, Dara O’Gorman*, Christina Pick*, Gabrielle Pick*, Michelle Pick*, Kaitlin Stearns*, Amber Teetsel* & Caroline Watt* 

Wavebuster Teals: Ricky Baum*, Ryan Buckham*, Taylor Campolattaro*, TJ Dougherty, Hannah Gleason*, Jessica Lowe*, Collin Reilly*, Taylor Savarese*, Lindsay Stearns*


Wavebuster Blacks: Courtney Brosnan*, Monica Carty*, Brannon Cho, Joshua Choi*, Brittany Clark, Marshall Cohen*, Kristen Fedor*, Spencer Fisch*, Audrey Gammel, Brent Jones, Regan Kology*, Emmie Lai*, Robert Maloney*, Brendon Miller-Radest*, Ali Morreale, Jacquelyn Mullens*, Rebecca Niccolai*, Chris Plunkett*, Abigail Rollenhagen*, Andrea Shepard*, Bethany Stachenfeld, Erica Takahashi, Jennifer Torre* 


Wavebuster Golds: Lindsay Anderson*, Victoria D’Altrui, Tad Deatly, Victoria Keiser, Michael Li, Danielle Martinez, Sarah McGrath, Kendall Murray, Amanda Scherb & Alex Smith Wang


Senior Preps: Kayla Wolonsky


Seniors: Danielle Basile, Chris Dart*, Corianne Deatly, Claire DiGiacomo, Julianne Furdyna, Alex Gonzalez, Colleen Mason, Megan Mataga, Will Peters, Brittany Ross & Nick Trojanowski 


Swimmers who attend practice greater than 85% have the greatest chance of improving significantly during the season. These swimmers will also be given 1st consideration when coaches decide whom will be moved up into the next training group in February (and in the Wave Blacks, Wave Gold and Senior Prep training groups, attendence will be a critical component to a swimmer moving up). Lastly at this year’s “End of the Season” Dinner, the coaches will present an Attendence Award to each swimmer who attends practice 85% of the time or more during the entire Winter Session. 

OCTOBER PRACTICE SCHEDULE DISRUPTED BY HOLIDAYS AND NEWARK ACADEMY FUNCTIONS: 


The practice schedule will be significantly disrupted during the month of October due to the various holidays and Newark Academy functions. During these holidays and functions, Newark Academy is closed and does not allow Elite to practice. When possible, Elite will utilize Morristown-Beard’s pool on these days. 

Please pay close attention (starting this Saturday, October 1st) to the changes in practice times and pools listed on the 2 week practice schedule posted on Elite’s website in October.

SWIM MEETS ON THE HORIZON: 


Although training has just started, October brings the 1st swim meets for Elite. The tentative meet schedule has been updated to include start times for those meets where information is currently available.


As a team, Elite will participate in 4 meets in October (although no individual swimmer will participate in all 4). They are as follows:


1) Sunday, October 16: Elite will hold their 1st intra-club meet at Morristown-Beard. Swimmers in every training group except Seniors will participate. 10 & Unders will compete from 11:00 am to 1:30 pm while 11 & Olders will compete from 1:30 to 4:00 pm. Meet & Event Information now posted on the website under Meet Schedule


2) Change: Saturday, October 15: Seniors and Senior Preps will compete in a “team 1000 yard swim” at Newark Academy. This is a change from the original plan to participate at the Harvest Meet (the meet eliminated the 1000 yard free event from the event schedule) Meet & Event Information now posted on the website under Meet Schedule

3) Saturday, October 29 and Sunday, October 30: Wavebuster Golds, Wavebuster Blacks and Wavebuster Teals will participate in the Hall-o-ween Meet held at Seton Hall University. To be posted this week


4) Saturday, October 29: Seniors and Senior Preps will participate in the 3rd annual College Dual Meet verses the Jersey Gators of Cranford and the Monmouth Barracudas.

ELITE TO HOST OFFICIALS CLINIC: 


Elite will sponsor a Stroke and Turn Officials Clinic on Thursday, October 20 at Newark Academy from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. This is a “beginners” clinic for parents whom are interested in volunteering their time during championship style swim meets to officiate.

Without officials, championship meets cannot be conducted. Thus, officiating is an extremely important voluntary function within Elite. Upon the completion of the class and a test (“open book” test taken over the internet), “officials in training” will complete a brief apprenticeship before becoming certified. In addition, officials in training will be asked to work Elite intraclub and dual meets to help them learn the rules. Remember, officials have the best “seat” in the house at these championship meets!!  
EACH ELITE SWIMMER IS A MEMBER OF USA SWIMMING; PRIVILIDGES INCLUDE MAGAZINE & ACCESS TO USA SWIMMING WEBSITE:

 
As a member of Elite, each swimmer is a member of New Jersey Swimming and of USA Swimming (the same organization that Michael Phelps, Amanda Beard and Co. are part of!!!). 

As a perk, each swimmer will receive in the mail a monthly magazine called “Splash,” which will have feature articles. In addition, USA Swimming has been hard at work revamping their website: usaswimming.org. This website is now “interactive” and each swimmer can actually set up a “personalized” account on the site. Included on the website are 1) feature articles about swimmers 2) time standards 3) articles regarding the science of swimming 4) sample Olympian workouts 5) national and international meet information and results plus much, much more. 

So check out the USA Swimming website!!!

SWIMMING SUITS, ASSESSORIES AVAILABLE AT STORES; WEBSITES:


If you are in need of practice suits, goggles, racing caps or any swim assessory imaginable, easy access to these items can be made by 1) calling Donna Kay of Swimming Etc at 908-604-8605 or 2) visiting Metro Swim Shop’s online store (metroswimshop.com) or visting its store at 1221 Valley Road, Stirling, New Jersey. 

WHEN IN DOUBT, CHECK THE WEBSITE: 


If you have questions about Elite, your first source of information is Elite’s website located at eliteswimclub.org. When in doubt, first check the website!!!
